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Corn stars

| _ The backyard game with the filthy
Bund Ehapnl i.lru'vltlr!uhr aof Ghu:m:n name T-a HE'S Chlcagﬂ b}" Stﬂ'rm

Ev Erin Ensign

ince the demise of Jarts,
the spectacularly danger-
ous lawn darts that were
eventually made illegal in 1988,

| there haven't been many back-

vard activities that have captured
the public’s heart. But there's a
new game in town—one way less
dangerous than heaving airborne
spears toward a ring. Call it what
vou will—Cornhole, the Bags, the
Sacks—over the past couple of
vears Chicago has embraced the
gentleart of lobbing beanbags into
a box with surprising fervor.
You've probably seen it on
sidewalks, in alleys or at parking
lots surrounding Soldier Field

TO55 ONE BACK Cornhole players
aim for the box at Joe's bar.

Dave Abell and Mark Smyth,
both 29, grew up plaving the
game in Cincinnati—ground
zero for Cornhole. It's so popu-
lar there, the city 1s home to the
American Cornhole Association,
When Abell and Smyth moved to
Chicago a few vears ago, they
saw an opportunity to spread the
fun by creating vear-round, coed
Cornhole leagues here.

“Growing up in Cincy, we knew
this would be a good opportunity
for Chicago,” says Smyth, presi-
dent of Backvard Plavers, the
busimess through which they run
the leagues. “There are a lot of
groups that cater to people looking

Their scoring system includes

a “taint” and a

or LS, Cellular Field: a couple of
wooden boxes spaced far apart
and a group of people standing
around at each end, sipping beers
and tossing beanbags. If Cornhole
sounds lik

be mentioned in mixed company,
get vour mind out of the gutter.
The name derives from the game's
Midwest roots: Instead of bean-
bags, early players tossed small
sacks filled with corn and tried to
sink them ina(vep) hole.
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‘cow pie.

to play traditional sports: basket-
ball, tenmis, football. There sreally
nothing out there now catering to-
wards the backyard-style games.
Wesought to fill that void.”

Their leagues take place
Monday mights at Cubby Bear
and Wednesday nights at Joe's
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Sports

on Weed. Just $85 buys a two- |
person team six weeks of regular |

qisr | LISTINES
play and a guaranteed slot in the |

finals. For two yearsrunning, the | .. w00 10 88 USTED

leagues have sold out, with 40 | 5,50t information by mait, e-mail

teams registering at each bar.

While not directly affiliated
with the American Cornhole
Association, Abell and Smyth
say they pretty much stick to
that organization’s rules. They
have taken some liberties with
the scoring system, though, and
created their own lingo by play-
ing off of Cornhole’s cheeky name
(all puns intended). Their scoring
system includes a “taint” (any
bag that lands between the front
of the board and the hole) and a
“cow pie” (a bag on the board).

Points are accumulated de-
pending on where the bags fall:
three for a bag in the hole (a
“cornhole”) and one for landing
a bag on the board. At the end of
a round (one member from each
ream makes four tosses), points
cancel out. In other words, if one
team racks up three points and its
opponents manage just one, the
first team finishes the round with
a net score of two. The team that
reaches 21 points first wins,

Most league members are in
their twenties, with almost as
many women playing as men.
Part of what makes the game so
popular, Abell and Smythsay, is
the social aspect. The boxes are
spaced 16 feet apart, with two
plavers at each box. Since play-
ers stand next to their opponents
while tossing—not their part-
ners—they tend to strike up con-
versations with new people.

Steve Greanias, a 27-year-old
who has played what he calls “the
Bags” since high school, agrees.
*After the game, win or lose, you
have a beer with the other team
that vou're playing. It's an unin-
timidating way to meet these peo-
ple. If you're looking to meet girls,
vou're forced totalk.”

So in a day when people will
gladly shell out 3700 for the latest
Xbox 360 and spend hours in front
of it, why 1s such a simple game o
popular? “Tt appeals to everyone,”
Smyth says. “They're going to go
toa bar anyway, so why don't you
put a beanbag in their hand and
have them toss, and have fun and
havea little competition?®”

(sports@timeoutchicago.com) or fax
(312-924-9350) to Mark Sinclair.
Include detals of event, dates, imes,
address of venue with cross streats,
nearest El station and bus routes,
telephone number and admission
price, if any. Deadling |s Gpm
Monday, ten days before publication
date. Incomplete submissions will nat
e included, and listings infarmation
will nofl bt accepied over the phone,
Listings are free but, as space is
limited, Inclusion is not guarantéed.

w=Recommended or nolable

What to watch

Baseaball
*'White Sox
II_ "'- I:_||r|||'||?.l'.|I .||.||| A W :-'I” o0 al
|l|.l. wartlh Ave (3126741000, wwex
iefglesor.com). Bl Red fo Soci356h SE Bus:
2 Wenrhioowily, 35 3500, Sam 823-855 The,
Wed £14-3{6

Sum 2ot Tl ve. Cleveland

The  af 1:058m wi. Cleveland

Wied 5 at 100w vs. Cleveland

You can pretty much forger aboutl getting
tickets tothe first game of this histonc seres,
when the world cham-

ion White Sox (sarry,

ﬁlmﬂ bt we don't count
the WRC vet1) hoisr their
Waorld Series banner over
the Cell. But even if you
can’t get inte Sunday
nigrht's game, vou should

Brown Line closures
are now in effect. See
"Getting around,” page 69.

{rr:'ml:lu-l!'?'«ir.-;n'.':-:_:;mmm: o i ury wall
ikely land a playvofi 2pod,

Boxing

* Chicago Golden Gloves

S5 Andrvwes Gyme, 1658 W Addizen 5¢ be-
teecen Marshield Ave and Pawlrna 58 Kl
Hraouer fo Adddizon, B 9§24 F.'r:-'_.'_ il i52
Thu 20, Fri 31 af Fpar; Wed 5, Thu & af
Fod0pm. Semifingl boufs 15, fimals 515
240 Chicago s premier amateur boxing
show conninwes with this week's semifinal
ated final bowts.

Fund-raiser

H-inl; Lardner Awards Dinner

Chicago. mu. e -l-:x-xmraur {25 Mrclngan
Areal Ma |J;.|.li. "\II' I'.IrJ, L B e L o
2123 for reservanions), Bl Orange, Green,

Broten, Parple (rask krs) to Madison, Bus:
2 403 gl 6, 26, 145, 17T Apr& al T,
Tirhle X1 00, inedirtaia! sead 1600 Namesd
for the renowned journalist (and L'Z'1|-.'.'u{n
Athletic Association member), the Ring
Lardner Award b onors Chicago's sports

journalists an |-:iL| opdeasters, This vear's
honorees include hoops writer Taylor
Bell of the Sun- Times, Cubs radio analyst
Ron Santo and groundbréeaking African-
American sportswriter Wendell Smith. The
proceedings will be hosted by WGN Radin's
=leve Lochran, and benefit the Tim Werpel
Sparts Jourmalism Scholarship Fund

Hockey

Blackhawks

[ineted Cenler, 1907 W Madrsaon St betroden
Waood 51 and Danen Ave (312543 70000,
wiewchrcagohlackhawks coml, B Blue to
Medical Cenfer. Buz: 180 200 24 krzl. 50,
S0=5250

Wed 5 af 7:30pm va. Nashvlile

The Hawks enter the (inal month of thes dis-
mal sca=on with a game
against Paul Kariva,
Tomas Vokoun and the
playofi-bound Predators,
Wolves

Aliglale Arenag, G20
Menuheim Bd Rosemont
fREOD.84 30058 wiric

still be treated wo some

exciling baseball, a5 the Sox ake on the
Indians, likely their most competitive divi-
siom rival, ina coupleof day games.

Basketball

Bulls

Ulited Center, 19017 W Madizon S0 by '..-H-""r
Wood St and Lamen Ave {312-4
sovese. bl o, Bl Bl fo U-"-:I' i |'.e nler
Bwe: 19 20004 kiz), 30 5180=51 70
Sal 1 af 7300 v8. Boston

Tue 4 af F-30p wa, Indlana

Hn:l:_: o | .-u_\ par af ;|.:'..J|| FeE AEAINAT the
Sioers:, thae Hull'-n-:]l_.l eoff against the me-
eii-n'rq-i.'ril ez and the surpnsingly residni
Pacers, who despite the Artest mess and

chicagowolves, com), El
Blir fo Kosemont, comrect fo Pace 223 or
251 Bi-545
Wird 5 af T we, Dmaha
As the Wolves pull into the final stretch
of their season, they face off against the
Knmights, who come to town clinging to
playoff hopes.

Horse racin

Spring Thorou

Hawthorne Race Cowrse, 3500 S50 befioeen
Larame and Creerg Aves (708 780-3 7K,
weiese et horperaceconrse. conmy), Hus: 548
Sl Corero. Fr 31-The  at 1par Crrand-
stend 82, clubhouse 34, The pomes are back
froam thear winter break at thes track just ouaf-

siche caty limits, The first of ndne or ten races
postzal Lpm

Soccer

Storm

UIC Pawdron, 1150 W flarmnzon 3 hu'u )|
Morgan St and Racine Ave [ 312:226
1625, wiewclifcagostorm nell. ED Biie fo
Racime. fus: 60 Blee [slornd 260k (24 hrs)
& -5,

Fra 21 af 7 300e we, Milwaukes

Sam 2 gt dvm ve. Baltimora

As they head imto the final weeks of the
seazon, Lhe Storm Gace off against a pair
of veama that, despite recent struggles, are
still in the 1op tier of the MISL

What todo

Australian rules football

= 2006 Coach's Cup

T Waveland Freld, 3575 N Recreation
Dr gt Addison D (RS VP fo .'e'.ljnl-:l: 1]
u..-.u.,":.-r Wi |-'l.l.r.'_.' Rus: Td5 146, Td7T | 2l
{24 hrsl, 152 156 Raf 1 at 3 You've
spen 1t Lt v:-l‘ right on RPN, ;mlinn'-t %yl
chance to check oul this rugbylike spor fi
yoursell. Playersof all skill bevielz are encou:
aged o come and get in on this game and o
cruitment dnve, which kscks off the Chicag
“pooty season.

Baseball

= Basoball Pmpl-ﬂul-

=8 Harmes & Noble, 1 E fackson .Ifl'
State St 3123625754, £ Blue,
Jeackson; Clraigee, Green, Brown, !rlr'U Iie
o Adamsz, Thu 30 af 5:30pm. This disc
aiof by g oouple of the many co-authorsof
seamhead's bible is probably happerung t
late (o help with vour antasy baseball dr
bt mayvhee vou can get some tps on £l
pricks to look for i your free agent pool

Cycling

April Folds Day

Ea I bar fram I'.lyhl e Sladrat
'|.f.urIr.-j|:.lr.' 5ot Caned 57 fevsere geovilres
rrrtatber), X Orange, Broen, .F"'lr_"l:
hrsh fa Washrroion, Huze 7, 14, 20

5, HH"‘J frsl, 124 126, I51 (24 -J
Sat 1 al 10am. Take your I’n.dln;.
train: b Boenosha, Wis., and rde trom tf
Racine, along the Root River Pathws
rde iz abou 35 miles Jomg roumd rn;.- ar
goat an easy 10-12mph pace. Bnng =
tramn fare and money for lanch
Critical Mass

G=i Dl .r"'u.:'.u Washngmton and Dvc
Kis facieir, e.llrm_g' ocrilivalmaseorel £ -
Hirer fo Wops r_l.ll..gl' it Branosr, CaFeein, (s
Purple (rush krs) to Kandolph. Fr
330, A rollmg celebratson of bacy
fure, these monthly trafficjamming

a way tor cyciists to lake over Lhe stres
least for a lattle while, The group &=
route through a democriane process
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A new season of Cornhole starts
April 12 at Joe's, 940 West
Weed Street. For details, visit
www.chicagocornhole.com
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